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While boot-sector viruses are the most frequently 
found, they are not the only ones. Program viruses attack 
executable files, usually those with .BIN, .COM, .EXE, 
or .SYS file extensions. Multipartite viruses are capable 
of infecting both programs and boot sectors, attacking 
first the MBR and then every program on your com- 
puter. Stealth viruses conceal themselves by altering files 
so they appear not to have been tampered with, and 
polymorphic viruses mutate so their appearance is never 
the same twice. PC Magazmr, Not/rtnber 21, 1995, pp. 
180-191. 

Security overkill? Teri Robinson, Network managers 
target security as a top priority, but failure to assess risks 
accurately can be murder on budgets and productivity. 
Every network manager wants a secure network, but 
too much security can prove costly and counterproduc- 
tive. Not every bit of data begs for encryption, not every 
subnetwork demands a firewall and not every user 
requires multiple passwords. Yet observers say companies 
consistendy overspend on security to overprotect their 
assets — only to suffer security breaches anyway. Secu- 
rity is crucial but nothing guarantees a company 100% 
protection againsc electronic intruders, and no amount 
of paranoia can change that. Security overkill can de- 
stroy a company's livelihood and drain its assets. 
Communications Week, Sovemiw 15, 1995, pp. 65-74. 
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E-mail, provide an invaluable pipeline for customers, 
clients and information. But data transmitted over these 
networks may be fair game for anyone with nimble 
fingers. As a result, many companies are turning to 
digital encryption to protect information assets. As 
encryption technology becomes faster, cheaper and 
more effective, techniques once limited to high-level 
government applications are becoming increasingly ac- 
cessible to corporate users through software and 
hardware tools. Here the author looks at products 
available to ensure data through both secret and public 
key cryptography and answers some of the questions 
about the two methods. Security Mana£went,.blpvember 
1 995, r pjjn-*3_ — 

Economical, high-security payphone systems 
with Watermark Magnetics cards from As com, 

Peter Wullschleger.The trend in today's paystation teleph- 
ony is unquestionably the cashless payment using 
chipcards. Ascom offers an economical, entry level 
cashless payphone system that is as reliable as the chip- 
card: the Watermark Magnetics card. This is an enhanced 
magnetic stripe card technology which offers very high 
security. Ascom Technical Magazine, 21 95, pp. 29-32. 
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